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Building a Cohesive Open Tech Community and voice

● Community Recognition Program
○ Awards

■ Fifth Annual Awards open for nominations - ceremony House of Lords, 28 November
■ 12 categories

○ Ambassador Program
■ 50 plus UK Ambassadors
■ International Ambassadors Launched 2022
■ Apprentice Ambassadors Launched 2023

○ Honours List
■ Annual New Year's list of 100 

● Events
○ IWD: 

■ 22 -House of Lords with Baroness Kennedy  and Afghan Judges 
■ 23 BT Tower

○ Black History Month
■ Lunches House of Lords 23 and 24

○ Meet-Ups 
■ 2 years in London and launched in Edinburgh and Glasgow, Cardiff and Bristol in autumn





Awards 2024





Influencing Legal and Policy to make sure the UK is a great 
place to do Open Tech

● Review of new laws and policy, respond to consultations
○ 25 responses to date 
○ quoted in both National Data Strategy Report and  House of Lords LLM Report

● Day One Member Gaia-X and UK Hub coordinator
● NHS Research and Report commissioned 2022
● Research and reporting :2021 - 2024 - first organisation to do value-based economics of open source 
● COP26 event and Second Open Technology for Sustainability Day
● Blueprints for open technology - data centres and EV Charging
● Energy Catapult – open source support and mentoring of 6 projects given £1.8m in 2023
● KubeCon Europe 24 Hackathon Challenges on Data Centre Blueprint
● 2nd Thought Leadership Day London September 2024
● State of Open Con 2025 - 4 and 5 February in planning for 1000 delegates, over 200 speakers and 50 plus partners
● House of Commons community event January 2024 and monthly roundtables with Parliamentarians from September
● Planned All Party Parliamentary Group in Open Tech
● Hosting panels at Labour Party Conference on Opening AI and Data Centres, speaking at others on Skills
● The Open Manifesto with 3 asks of government shared for Sign up by Individuals and Companies to be presented to PM
● Advisory Board Refresh including AI, Finance, Mobile, Space and Quantum being announced now













Building Skills in Open Technology

Achieved:
● Annual Kids’ Competition in 2022 
● Future Leaders Talks
● Future Founders - 8 workshops led by Founders Forum
● CEO Book - Open Source Law, Policy and Practice published by OUP and open access, 

https://amandabrock.com/books/ 
● SOOCon 23 and 24 content free to download

2024 focus:
● Community Inclusion Project launching September
● Kids Camp refresh on back of microbit Giveaway for Key Stage 3 - 13-15 year ols
● Activity for under 11s - partnership discussion ongoing with Sustainability organisation
● University level Partnership with MOOC (massive open online course) on Business of Open Source planned
● Apprenticeship scheme and Curriculum - input

https://amandabrock.com/books/






SOOCon25

4-5 February 2025
Southbank, London







belonging   



https://www.openaccessg
overnment.org/open-sourc

e-technology/129261/ 

https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/open-source-technology/129261/
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/open-source-technology/129261/
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/open-source-technology/129261/














Three Generations of Open Source

Gen One
Linux

Gen Two
Kubernetes

Gen Three
AI and Future





























"We support an open innovation approach to AI. Responsible 

and open innovation gives us all a stake in the AI development 

process, bringing visibility, scrutiny and trust to these 

technologies. Rather than limiting large language models and 

AI progress to a select few, we should bring AI development 

into the open where we can all benefit from this technology."

Llama website



















































University of Rostock Grenoble Alpes University Radboud University

Germany France Netherlands

“Open source will 
be a cornerstone of 
Germany’s digital 
state.”
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/open-source-observa
tory-osor/news/open-source-be-norm-german-public-proc
urement

“Open source as a 
critical component of 
scientific research”
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/open-source-observatory-o
sor/news/open-source-software-supported-french-open-science-
policy

“Open source by 
default” principle
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/open-source-obse
rvatory-osor/news/open-source-toolbox-released-nethe
rlands



“It’s why we are not legislating.

It’s also why we are pro-open source.

Open source drives innovation.

It creates start-ups.

It creates communities.

There must be a very high bar for any restrictions on open source.”

“That’s why the AI Safety Institute is today open sourcing what it 
has built.
The code for its Inspect project – a framework for building AI 
safety evaluations – is now available to anyone to use.

The AI Safety institute will also soon announce plans for an Open 
Source Open Day bringing together experts to explore how open 
source tools can improve safety.”





























“A market dominated by closed 
models presents other risks 
around overreliance, single 
points of failure and 
concentrated market power.” 
House of Lords LLM Report 
2024





Thank you
Follow OpenUK at : 
https://openuk.uk/     

@openuk_uk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/587929/

Sign up to newsletter at : https://openuk.uk/

Follow me at: 
@amandabrockUK 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/amandabrocktech/  
Contact: amanda.brock@openuk.uk

OpenUK is a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee
Registered office, 8 Coldbath Square, London EC1R 5HL

Registered Number 11209474, VAT Number GB379697512

© OpenUK 2024 

https://openuk.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/587929/
https://openuk.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/amandabrocktech/
mailto:amanda.brock@oepnuk.uk







